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The State of Israel became a home

for Jews after more than 6 million Eu-
ropean Jews were massacred during the
Holocaust. Over the past 50 years,
Israel has acted as a refuge for thou-
sands of Jews throughout the world
and integrated them into their society,
while rebuilding a nation and creating
an active democratic political system.

On May 17, I joined Mayor Edward
Rendell and Israeli Consul General
Daniel Ashbel in Philadelphia to cele-
brate Israel’s 50th Independence Day
birthday party. During the opening
ceremonies, I thought of how Israel is a
land of wonderful contrast. It is both a
nation of great history and a nation of
great accomplishment. From the his-
torical perspective, the events that
have sprung forth from that land over
the centuries are overwhelming to even
consider. No matter what religious tra-
dition one might follow, the basic laws
that went on to frame many of the ten-
ants of our democratic form of govern-
ment, and the rules of conduct in a
civil society, came out of the land we
have always called Yis-ra-el.

Today, Israel has a growing economy,
farms on land that were once claimed
by the deserts, and high-tech compa-
nies producing cutting edge products
for our global marketplace. No other
society in the course of human history
can claim such progress in 50 short
years. No other nation can claim to
have risen to these heights from the
horrors of the Holocaust. That is why
Israel is so unique, so special, and so
deserving of our unyielding and uncon-
ditional support.

The United States has always main-
tained a relationship with Israel that is
based on mutual respect. America’s
commitment to Israel’s security
undergirds the entire peace process and
provides Israel the confidence it needs
to take very real risks for peace. I en-
courage the United States to continue
to act in a respectable manner by not
imposing a settlement on Israel that is
contrary to its national security inter-
ests.∑
f

WE THE PEOPLE . . . THE CITIZEN
AND THE CONSTITUTION COM-
PETITION

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the following stu-
dents from Dunwoody High School in
Dunwoody, Georgia and their teacher
for their excellent performance in the
We the People . . . The Citizen and the
Constitution. I would like to congratu-
late the students who competed in this
year’s competition: Bakari Brock, Jen-
nifer Campbell, Richard Cartwright,
Michael Cayes, Carol Chandler, Melissa
Chastney, Zack Cullens, Melissa Der-
rick, Kevin Franklin, Erin Green, Judy
Hudgins, Rebecca Lamb, Dwayne
O’Mard, Sandra Park, Andrea Pierce,
Jennifer Price, Scot Prudhomme,
Carlyn Sibler, Geren Stone, Dannon
Taylor, David Weiner, David Yoo, and
teacher Celeste Boemker. I would also
like to recognize the efforts of the

State Coordinator, Michele Collins and
District Coordinator, John Carr, who
helped these students make it to the
finals.

This bright group of young students
competed against 49 other classes from
around the nation, testing their knowl-
edge of the United States Constitution
and our government. Administered by
the Center for Civic Education, the
program is the most extensive of its
kind, reaching more than 26 million
students in elementary, middle and
high schools. The students spent hours
in role playing and testing to prepare
themselves for this competition. The
three-day program simulates a Con-
gressional hearing in which students’
presentations are judged on the basis of
their knowledge of constitutional prin-
ciples and their ability to apply them
to historical and contemporary issues.

Mr. President, it is with great pride
that I offer my congratulations to
these students from Dunwoody High
School for their outstanding perform-
ance at the We the People competition,
and wish them continuing success with
their future studies.∑
f

CONTINUING JUDICIAL VACANCY
CRISIS IN THE SECOND CIRCUIT

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate’s Republican leadership is refusing
to take action to end the judicial emer-
gency in the United States Court of
Appeals for the Second Circuit.

On March 25, the five continuing va-
cancies on the 13-member court caused
Chief Judge Ralph Winter to certify a
Circuit emergency, to begin canceling
hearings and to take the unprecedented
step of having 3-judge panels convened
that include only one Second Circuit
judge. On April 23, Chief Judge Winter
was forced to issue additional emer-
gency orders. For two months and into
the foreseeable future the Senate has
neglected its responsibility to the peo-
ple of the Second Circuit.

I have been urging favorable Senate
action on the nomination of Judge
Sonia Sotomayor to the Second Circuit
to fill a longstanding vacancy for many
months. That nomination remains
stalled on the Senate calendar. Two
weeks ago the nomination of Chester J.
Straub to the Second Circuit was fa-
vorably reported by the Judiciary Com-
mittee. That nomination is now also on
the Senate calendar awaiting action.
Today, the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee is favorably reporting two addi-
tional nominees to the Second Circuit,
Judge Rosemary Pooler and Robert
Sack. That makes four nominees to the
Second Circuit awaiting confirmation,
four nominees who can end the judicial
vacancies crisis that plagues the Sec-
ond Circuit. But for the inaction of the
Majority Leader in calling for votes by
the Senate on this qualified nominees,
the crisis could end this week. I, again,
urge that action.

Before the last recess I introduced
legislation calling upon the Senate to
address this kind of judicial emergency

before it takes another extended re-
cess. The Senate has pending before it
four outstanding nominees to the Sec-
ond Circuit whose confirmations would
end this crisis.

Unfortunately Republican Senate
leadership has not taken the judicial
vacancies crisis seriously and has
failed to take the concerted action
needed to end it. They continue to per-
petuate vacancies in almost one in 10
federal judgeships.

With 11 nominees on the Senate cal-
endar and 32 pending in Committee, we
could be making a difference if we
would take our responsibilities to the
federal courts seriously and devote the
time necessary to consider these nomi-
nations and confirm them. Instead, we
are having hearings at a rate on one a
month, barely keeping up with attri-
tion and hardly making a dent in the
vacancies crisis that the Chief Justice
of the United States has called the
most serious problem confronting the
judiciary.

By a vote of 16 to 2, the Judiciary
Committee reported the nomination of
Judge Sonia Sotomayor to the Senate.
That was on March 5, 1998, over two
months ago. No action has been taken
or scheduled on that nomination and
no explanation for the delay has been
forthcoming. This is the oldest judicial
nomination pending on the Senate Ex-
ecutive Calendar. In spite of an April 8
letter to the Senate Republican Leader
signed by all six Senators from the
three States forming the Second Cir-
cuit urging prompt action, this nomi-
nation continues to be stalled by anon-
ymous objections. Our bipartisan letter
to the Majority Leader asked that he
call up for prompt consideration by the
Senate the nomination of Judge Sonia
Sotomayor. That was over one month
ago.

Judge Sonia Sotomayor is a qualified
nominee who was confirmed to the
United States District Court for the
Southern District of New York in 1992
after being nominated by President
Bush. She attended Princeton Univer-
sity and Yale Law School. She worked
for over four years in the New York
District Attorney’s Office as an Assist-
ant District Attorney and was in pri-
vate practice with Pavia & Harcourt in
New York. She is strongly support by
Senator MOYNIHAN and Senator
D’AMATO.

She is a source of pride to Puerto
Rican and other Hispanic supporters
and to women. When confirmed she will
be only the second woman and second
judge of Puerto Rican descent to serve
on the Second Circuit.

Judge Rosemary Pooler was nomi-
nated back on November 6, 1997, as was
Robert Sack, a partner in the law firm
of Gibson Dunn & Crutcher. They par-
ticipated in a confirmation hearing on
May 14 and were reported to the Senate
by the Judiciary Committee today.

Since May 7 the fourth pending nomi-
nation to the Second Circuit, that of
Chester J. Straub, has also been on the
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